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In her compelling, beautifully crafted novel, New York Times best-selling author Marie Bostwick

celebrates friendships old and new - and the unlikely threads that sometimes lead us exactly where

we need to go. Christmas is fast approaching, and New Bern, Connecticut, is about to receive the

gift of a new pastor, hired sight unseen to fill in while Reverend Tucker is on sabbatical. Meanwhile,

Margot Matthews' friend, Abigail, is trying to matchmake, even though Margot has all but given up

on romance. She loves her job at the Cobbled Court Quilt Shop and the life and friendships she's

made in New Bern, but she never thought she'd still be single on her fortieth birthday. It's a shock to

the entire town when Philip A. Clarkson turns out to be Philippa. Truth be told, not everyone is

happy about having a female pastor. Yet despite a rocky start, Philippa begins to settle in - finding

ways to ease the townspeople's burdens, joining the quilting circle, and forging a fast friendship with

Margot. When tragedy threatens to tear Margot's family apart, that bond - and the help of her

quilting sisterhood - will prove a saving grace. And as she untangles her feelings for another new

arrival in town, Margot begins to realize that it is the surprising detours woven into life's fabric that

provide its richest hues and deepest meaning.
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Ms. Bostwick has done it again! She has enticed me to New Bern, Connecticut to spend time with

all of the beloved personalities of the Cobbled Court Quilt Shop. We are re-introduced to "The

Lovebirds"; Evelyn and Charlie, the "Queen of Quilting"; Virginia, Madelyn, Tessa, Ivy, Wendy, and



Dana just to name a few. It takes a little while to get reacquainted with Margot, but once you do, you

will follow her as she attempts to mend family discord by inviting her estranged Sister; Mari

(Mariposa) and Niece; Olivia, to join in Christmas Dinner with their Parents and some of Margot's

friends from the quilt shop. Sadly, this meets with heart-wrenching disaster and the start of a journey

of self discovery that Margot had never anticipated. Many paths appear, including those of

heartache and sorrow, frustrations with family, love found in the most unexpected places and a new

sense of courage and self-esteem Margot never thought possible in this, her fortieth year. Along the

way, she is reunited with ex-beau, commitment-shy; Arnie Kinsella , and is introduced to the "New

guy in town", the handsome and down-to-earth, divorced attorney; Paul Collier, who is also the

father of introverted 11 yr. old son, James. Where does suave and too charming Geoff Bench figure

into all of this? Or does Margot really want him to?? When Rev. Tucker suffers from a heart attack

and has to be on sabbatical during his recovery, The New Bern Community Church Board chooses

a temporary replacement for Rev.Tucker with the well-known and respected Pastor Philip

Clarkson's offspring, counting on awe-inspiring sermons when little do they know this will be the

newbie's first pulpit and, as the parishioners find out, is a person full of surprises!
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